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Travellers Series Report – Geraldton 2007 
courtesy of the poison pen Paul Davis 

 
Hi everyone. Here's my take on what happened at Geraldton over the long weekend (so much 
for what happened in Geraldton, stay's in Geraldton). Firstly, there was a little bit of sailing. 

1. SAILING 
We had 11 Hobie 16's attend the Batavia regatta. There were 3 local boats, Togsy, James 
(little Togsy) Marsh and Stinger (I know his real name, do you?). There were 8 boats from 
Nedlands, Cam Owen, Darren Smith, Phil King, Peter Hancock, Chris Hancock, Lance Wood, 
Barney (Rubble) Houk and Mark Landwehr. I attended as beach crew. I suck at being beach 
crew. Day one saw light and shifty conditions, and two girls in bikini's on the beach. It's no 
fun watching sailing in light and shifty conditions. It's probably even less fun sailing in them, 
as you will see in day two's report. We only had 2 races on day 1 (arvo sailing only). I wasn't 
really paying much attention to the results of the sailing, there was much more happening on 
the beach (yes, the bikini girls). 

Day 2. Racing started at about 10 am. Too cold for the bikini girls in the morning, maybe 
they'll make an appearance in the arvo. Conditions for sailing were light (about 10 knots) but 
reasonably constant. There were 3 races in the morning, then a break for lunch about 13:00. 
The boats were sent out in almost drifting conditions, so 8 boats elected to stay on the beach 
(obviously waiting for the bikini girls). This turned out to be a very bad decision, because the 
wind came in about 10-15 knots as the last 2 races were started, and the bikini girls also failed 
to show. 

2. TRAVEL DISASTERS 
Darren headed back to Perth straight after sailing had finished (about 5 pm), with The 
Landwehr's and Phil King following a couple of hours later. To set the scene, Peter Hancock 
travelled up to Gero with Lance in Lance's car on Friday arvo. Leaving Perth, they 
contributed (in a very minor way) to a very nasty car accident in the Northern Suburbs. In an 
effort to get back to Perth on Sunday night, Peter Hancock hitched a ride with the Landwehr's, 
who left about 6 pm, towing 2 boats. About half way back to Perth, in pitch black, there was 
an explosion (no, it wasn't Peter after eating Thai food the night before). It was a couple of fan 
belts, a necessary item when travelling at night and towing a heavy trailer. They stopped a 
short time later at Badgengara (no idea how to spell it) and phoned the RAC. Because it 
couldn't be fixed there, the RAC sent a tow truck from Perth to tow the car back to Perth 
(minus the trailer with 2 boats that was left in Badgengara). Because Phil King was only a 
short way behinnd, they went back to the highway and flagged him down. He picked up Peter 
Hancock and drove him the rest of the way to Perth. But it gets better. After waiting several 
hours for the tow truck to arrive from Perth, then load the car onto the back of the flat bed 
truck, then drive back to Perth (paid for by the RAC), the andwehr's passed Phil King and 
Peter Hancock somewhere around Muchae (near Bullsbrook) because Phil King had run out 
of fuel. All in all, Peter Hancock was having a very bad weekend. After heading North with 
Lance and contributing to an accident while leaving Perth, then heading back with the 
Landwehr's and breaking 2 fan belts, then trying to finish the trip with Phil King and running 
out of fuel, he has to be jinxed. Rumour has it, that he visited Chernobyl just before the 
meltdown, and had a meeting with Pope John Paul just before he died. I also believe he may 
have caused the war in the middle east. 

3. SOCIAL 
Everyone gathered at Togsy's place on the Friday night, and with free home brew on tap, we 
all had a very enjoyable night. Saturday night was a pretty quiet night, the group split in two 
and half went to the pub for a counter meal, the other half went thai. Sunday night was 
presentation night at the Club, and since we were staying within walking distance, we partook 
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in the clubs very generous offer to drink there. After the presentations, a few of us headed for 
the nightclub. Lance and a few of the young ones (sorry Lance, but you are approaching 40) 
stayed on drinking Yeagermysters (there's nothing worse than a wide awake drunk) and I last 
saw Togsy's being poured into a taxi with a very attractive young lady, but who am I to start 
rumours? I had a quiet night, and managed to stay out of trouble, and if anyone says any 
different, they're lying. 

4. RESULTS 
I have no idea how anyone went. I do remember Nat and Jazzy going up and getting pennants 
every five seconds or so, but hopefully Togsy will forward the final results down to me and 
I'll email it to everyone. 

5. SUMMARY 
Even though I suck at being beach crew, I had an absolute ball. Next year, I'm taking my boat 
and sailing. As usual, Gero turned it on for us, and despite the bad luck that Peter (Jinx) 
Hancock had, (18 hours from Gero to Perth) we all had a ball. Thank you Togsy, GYC and 
anyone else that contributed to yet another fantastic Hobie long weekend. 

Paul (former beach crew) Davis 

 


